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1 IAMLADP 2017: Climate Neutrality and Sustainability 

1.1 Introduction 

The International Annual Meeting on Language Arrangements, Documentation and 

Publications (IAMLADP) 2017, held in Bangkok from 19 to 21 June 2017, was supported by 

an initiative aimed at making meetings carbon neutral. The initiative was shouldered by a 

partnership between the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), with the long-term objective of 

ensuring wide application of the climate neutral methodology to all the ESCAP-led meetings. 

In 2007, the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon called for a joint effort within the 

United Nations system to use energy more efficiently and eliminate wasteful practices. In taking 

this approach, the partnership follows a United Nations system-wide effort to reduce carbon 

footprint and ensure a focus on climate change and sustainable development, in line with the 

2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement frameworks. Accordingly, the efforts made by United 

Nations agencies, funds and programmes in recent years, as well as the 2017 initiative for 

IAMLADP, have been aimed at:  

• Measuring and reporting the greenhouse gas emissions of each organization, using 

internationally accepted standards; 

• Undertaking efforts to reduce these emissions and other environmental impacts from 

facilities and operations including travel; 

• Moving towards climate neutrality by 2020.1 

This work followed the formula set in the Sustainable Events Guide by UNEP, which defines a 

sustainable event as a one that is “designed, organized and implemented in a way that minimizes 

potential negative impacts and leaves a beneficial legacy for the host community and all 

involved”.2  

The initiative for IAMLADP 2017 has secured the carbon neutrality of the meeting by offsetting 

the emissions generated by all participants travelling to Bangkok to attend the meeting, as well 

as the carbon emissions produced by the participants in activities related to the event during 

their stay. It also advocates for an enhanced sustainable behaviour and sustainability awareness.  

It is a crucial responsibility for the United Nations to sustain and advance the track started in 

2007 to adopt more sustainable practices in its meetings to lead the pathway towards sustainable 

development, low greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient development. 

 

 

1 UNEP (2015). Moving Towards a Climate Neutral UN. 
2 UNEP, UNON, ICLEI and IAMLADP (2012). Sustainable Events Guide. 
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2 Climate Neutrality and Sustainability for Bangkok 

2.1 Scope  

In pursuit of climate neutrality, the event’s carbon footprint and environmental impacts must 

be addressed and reported comprehensively with an eye towards accuracy and validity. The 

scope of the initiative covers a multitude of aspects, which can be classified in four main 

categories:  

• Conference Venue Operations: Operations included reducing waste generation by 

implementing a paperless initiative, which entailed the provision of all documentation 

needed through online weblinks and/or on USB drives. Double-sided printed copies were 

only provided upon request. Additionally, reusable decorations such as posters, graphic 

displays and signage, and audiovisual equipment replaced printed material.  

• Food and Beverage/Catering Operations: The Environment and Development 

Division, the Conference Management Unit and UNEP partnered with the United Nations 

Conference Centre (UNCC) caterer Sodexo to develop: a) an organic and locally sourced 

menu selection that utilized non-meat protein as much as possible; b) a system for 

monitoring, prevention and communication of pre- and post-consumer food waste; and c) 

environmentally-friendly food packaging, including eliminating disposable plastic.  

• Accommodation/Transportation: Prior to the meeting, a list featuring Green Leaf 

certified hotels and hotels striving towards sustainability within walking distance to UNCC 

was circulated to the participants. Airline carriers offering the possibility to offset emissions 

were recommended, and choices including economy class, direct flights and less luggage 

were encouraged. For local transportation, public transport options were strongly 

recommended. 

• Carbon Accounting: Carbon dioxide (CO2) or its equivalent emissions were calculated for 

air and local travel, accommodation, conference venue, food and beverage/catering and 

associated food waste, mugs and badges. If primary data was unavailable, emissions were 

calculated based on historical averages/baselines. 

2.2 Goals 

Pursuing carbon neutrality for United Nations conferences is an essential condition towards 

improving the environmental sustainability of United Nations-related activities. The carbon 

neutral initiative implemented during IAMLADP 2017 aimed to move one step forward of this 

pathway by: 

• Minimizing the carbon footprint of the event and improving its environmental 

sustainability; 

• Developing a useful, transparent and verifiable reporting methodology for carbon neutral 

events to be shared with ESCAP divisions and other United Nations agencies in Bangkok; 

• Setting an example of good practices to ensure wide application of the climate neutral 

methodology to all ESCAP-led meetings hosted at UNCC; 

• Creating awareness about the environmental impacts of the United Nations activities, and 

specifically, of the United Nations conferences held at UNCC; 

• Monitoring the carbon footprint and the environmental impacts of IAMLADP. 
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3 Methodology 

To appreciate the carbon impact of IAMLADP 2017, the initiative involved the development 

of a methodology featuring carbon accounting on various fronts, including: transportation to 

and within Bangkok, accommodation, conference venue, food and food waste, paper and plastic 

use, and waste-related emissions. Note that a share of the event-related emissions extends 

beyond the reach of this research. For example, the report doesn’t cover emissions derived from 

the individual purchases of participants. Additionally, other calculated emissions have been 

omitted due to the lack of reliable data and/or CO2 equivalency equations (e.g. water use and 

USBs).  

3.1 Coverage and Boundaries 

The Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions inventory calculation principles applied are based on 

the GHG Protocol.3 For this report, organizational boundaries were selected under the 

operational control of ESCAP. The boundaries of the inventory, which determine the coverage 

and the extent of carbon accounting, were defined in accordance with the United Nations 

system’s carbon accounting methodology,4 which confines them to facility operations and travel.  

The United Nations system GHG inventory sets the following emission sources as minimum: 

• Emissions deriving from transport (air, rail and road travel); 

• Energy used for onsite electricity generation, steam, and hot water; energy used for cooking 

facilities; and energy purchased from utilities providers; 

• Fugitive emissions. 

3.2 Data Collection and Analysis 

The accuracy of the calculations of CO2 associated with this meeting is highly dependent upon 

the participants’ self-reported information. A data collection survey was sent to all confirmed 

participants to report the following: 

• Identification (full name and affiliation); 

• Travel details (means of transport, departing and arriving points, connecting airports and 

travel class); 

• Accommodation (number of nights of stay, name of the hotel and neighbourhood); 

• Diet and food behaviours (omnivore, vegetarian or vegan). 

To ensure a higher rate of response, extra conference staff and young student volunteers from 

local universities were deployed at central registration points and during coffee breaks to help 

participants fill out the questionnaire. The excellent and well-organized endeavour resulted in a 

~97 per cent rate of response. 

 

Conference venue-related and catering operations data was collected in liaison and partnership 

with their responsible units within UNCC.  

 

 

3 For more information, see: http://www.ghgprotocol.org/about-us. 
4 UNEP (2009). Moving Towards a Climate Neutral UN: The UN system’s footprint and efforts to reduce it. 

http://www.ghgprotocol.org/about-us
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Data analysis was carried out using existing known CO2 equivalency equations and statistical 

models. Identified data gaps were addressed using clearly defined methodological assumptions, 

and alternates/proxies are discussed under each individual section. GHG emissions have not 

been reported separately for each GHG type, but, if needed, they were aggregated as CO2 

equivalents (CO2e). 

A post-meeting survey was also circulated to receive feedback on the climate neutral meetings 

initiative. The response rate was rather low, with only ~2 per cent of participants providing 

answers.  
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4 Carbon Accounting Results 

4.1 Transport Emissions 

4.1.1 Air Travel 

Participants provided information on their business travel itinerary to and from Bangkok. 

International flights were the preferred mode of transportation for participants. For attendees 

coming to UNCC from within Bangkok and Thailand, emissions related to their journeys were 

accounted as local travel.  

Through the online survey, participants were requested to report on their means of transport, 

travel itinerary and class of travel. The official International Civil Aviation Organization 

calculator5 was used to calculate the carbon footprints of all the travel segments. The 

methodology developed by the Organization employs a distance-based approach to measure 

individual emissions. 

There were 105 participants of IAMLADP 2017, including organizers, of which 102 provided 

their travel details. Accurate information exists therefore for 97 per cent of attendees. For 

incomplete surveys, educated guesses and assumption were made with respect to their point of 

departure and class of flight. As many participants arrived from Europe, business class was 

selected as preferred. The location of the representing organization’s headquarters was assigned 

as departure city airport. Whenever other participants travelling from the same location had 

filled out the questionnaire and disclosed their travel itinerary, this was taken as reference for 

the missing data. 

Approximately 70 flight legs were undertaken, and 66 per cent of all flights taken were in 

business class. The 105 passengers created a total amount of 78.90 tCO2e.  

4.1.2 Local Travel 

For the purposes of this report, local travel consists of commuting journeys to and from the 

main conference venue. Travelling within Bangkok or to other destinations is outside the 

boundaries of this analysis. 

Local travel was divided according to: 

• Car – Petrol/Diesel; 

• Motorcycle – Petrol; 

• Bus – Petrol/Diesel; 

• Boat – Gasoline/Diesel. 

IAMLADP 2017 participants stayed at different hotels throughout the city, and only 84 

provided detailed information on the exact location or name of the hotel. For this reason, a 

proxy journey of 5 km from central Bangkok to ESCAP was created to calculate their carbon 

footprint. As ESCAP is situated in the historical part of Bangkok that is not served by any rail 

mass transit system, it is assumed that attendees who did not provide information on their mode 

of transport to the venue reached it by taxi, rather than by public transportation.  

 

5Available online at: https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CarbonOffset/Pages/default.aspx. 

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/CarbonOffset/Pages/default.aspx
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Participants were encouraged to ride-share with others to minimize the amount of CO2 

produced per person. 

The total footprint for inner-city travel during the three-day conference amounted to 502.75 

kgCO2e. 

4.2 Accommodation 

Participants were asked to disclose which hotel was ultimately selected as accommodation. 

Hotel‘s GHG emissions were calculated per accommodation nights. Homestay lodging, bed and 

breakfast, Airbnb and the like have been accounted as hotels. It is assumed that participants 

chose high-end business class hotels (four stars or higher). Emissions related to other kinds of 

private homestays are outside the scope of this study. The following formula was used: 

Total accommodation GHG emissions =  

Total number of accommodation nights X average emission factor. 

The total number of accommodation nights is the sum of all participants’ nights spent in Bangkok 

throughout the meeting. The average emission factor is calculated through the Hotel Footprint 

online tool,6 using the formula developed by the Hotel Carbon Measurement Initiative,7 which 

was applied as methodology. The Initiative calculates hotels’ carbon footprint per occupied 

room on a daily basis, analysing general power consumption deriving from on-site activities 

(heating, air conditioning, lighting, meal preparation and general electricity consumption) and 

including only laundry operations among the outsourced ones. Methane (CH4) and nitrous 

dioxide (NO2) are reported in CO2e using conversion factors advised in the GHG Protocol. 

For the participants that did not participate in the online survey, four or five-star hotels located 

in central Bangkok were assumed as chosen accommodation. 

A total of 315 overnight stays were calculated, accounting for a total amount of 10.98 tCO2e.  

4.3 Conference Venue 

GHG emissions generated at the conference venue entailed purchased electricity consumed in-

house during the event itself as well as emissions generated from the per-capita water 

consumption of meeting participants. For the purposes of valid accounting of conference-

related carbon impacts, only participants’ activities located within the UNCC were considered. 

 

6 Available online at: https://www.hotelfootprints.org/footprinting. 
7 The Hotel Carbon Measurement Initiative was developed in 2011 by the International Tourism Partnership and 
the World Travel & Tourism Council in partnership with KPMG and 23 global hotel companies. 

https://www.hotelfootprints.org/footprinting
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Green Meetings Guide  
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